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Overnight visitors dropped by 6.8 per cent, while package tours witnessed a 20 per cent decrease in March
compared to the same month of last year (Petra photo)

By Khetam Malkawi

AMMAN - Jordan has the potential to be promoted as a stand-alone tourist destination, rather than being
marketed as part of joint packages with neighbouring countries, American travel and tourism industry
leaders said on Wednesday.

The delegates, who are on a visit to Jordan to support the Kingdom’s tourism sector that has been
negatively affected by the current unrest in the region, noted that local tour operators and industry
representatives need to educate potential American travellers on tourism sites in the country and engage
with US travel agents to encourage them to promote these destinations.

According to the delegates, Jordan is one of the top faith-based destinations and the eighth adventure
tourism destination for Americans, and these two areas can be promoted further.

“The religious market is growing”, Larry Larsen, a member of the visiting delegation, said at a panel
discussion with representatives of Jordan’s tourism industry.

“We don’t have cancellations of religious trips,” he noted.

The delegation’s visit is part of “Restoring the Journey: Support Travel to Egypt and Jordan,” initiative
adopted by the American travel industry to support tourism sector in both countries.

The delegation embarked on this mission in cooperation with tourism ministries in Jordan and Egypt to
assess current travel conditions.

During the panel discussion yesterday, the delegates said their visit provided them with first-hand
experience, which will help them promote Jordan among their clients.

“We know that Jordan is safe, but we need to deliver the message to our customers,” Adventure Travel
Trade Association President Shannon Stowell noted.

The delegates said they would use social media tools to spread the message.

Muhannad Malhas, spokesman of the Jordan Inbound Tourism Operators Association, said the regional
unrest had quite a big impact on the US market, which witnessed cancellations of joint packages.

“Last month, 60 to 70 per cent cancellations were from the US market,” he revealed.

Jordan Tourism Board Director General Nayef Fayez, who also took part in the panel discussion,
described the current situation as unpleasant for the region as it affected tourism in the country.

According to figures he presented, a 0.5 per cent drop in the total number of arrivals to the Kingdom was
registered in March compared to the same month of last year.

Overnight tourists dropped by 6.8 per cent, while package tours witnessed a 20 per cent decrease in the
same period, he said, attributing the decline to cancellations of joint packages for Jordan and Egypt.

Fayez also stressed the need to promote Jordan as a stand-alone destination to limit the impact of the

http://www jordantimes.com/news=36941

Find us on Facebook

Jordan Times
Like

Jordan Times Reflections of
innocence http://t.co/MYVZxdN

21 minutes ago - via Selective
Tweets

Jordan Times Syria unrest could
destabilise Lebanon http://su.pr
/2PaGW4

36 minutes ago - via Selective
Tweets

Jordan Times Attorney general
reviews verdict in homicide case
http://su.pr/61X41P

about an hour ago - via Selective
Tweets

Jordan Times Israel signals will
block planned flotilla to Gaza
http://su.pr/30pyU)

17,451 people like Jordan Times.

[ 4 N

Jamie Masar Aviv

Facebook social plugin

4/28/11 11:42 AM



'Jordan should be promoted as stand-alone destination' | Jordan... http://www jordantimes.com/?news=3694 1

regional unrest on the country’s tourism sector.
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